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the life dear or at least customary to other
men.    They insisted on being utterly different
and independent and inflexible in their chosen
systems, and aspired either to destroy the
society round them or at least to insulate
themselves in the midst of it, and live *a
jealous, private, unstained life of their own
within their city walls or mystical conclaves.
Any one who passionately loves his particular
cox^ntry or passionately believes in his parti-
cular religion cannot be content with less
liberty or more democracy than that;   he
must be free to live absolutely according to
his  ideal,   and  no  hostile  votes,   no  alien
interests, must call on him to deviate from
it  by  one  iota.    Such  was  the  claim  to
religious liberty which has played so large
a part in the revolutions and divisions of the
western world.    Every new heresy professed
to be orthodoxy itself, purified and restored ;
and woe to all backsliders from the reformed
faith !    Even the popes, without thinking to
be ironical, have often raised a wail for liberty.
Such too was the aspiration of those mediaeval
cities and barons who fought for their liberties
and rights.    Such was the aspiration even of
the American declaration of independence